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—...Cleveland’s Day in Terre Haute, Oct, 1 1887, the day Pres. Cleveland and 


Bihi 


pockets 


School vard, and spoke to the immense crowd of spectatots from all over the Wa- 
bash Valley, was a memorable event in more ways than. one. 

Our local newspaper, The Gazette, reported the following Monday jüst how 
eventful the day proved to be. Train travel to Terre Haute was especially heavy 
on the I. & St.L. Railroad. Two special trains from each direction were unable to 


his wife visited the city on a special train, attended a reception in the Normal 


carry all the passengers. The regular train arriving here at 7:20 a.m. and 2 p.m. 


from the west and at 10:08 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. from the east were all crowded. 


The specials from the east brought people from Greencastle and beyond and were 
full before they got half way to Terre Haute. 
i At Paris, Ill., 2,000 tickets were sold, about 1,300 for the I. & St:L. and 700 
on the T.H. & Peoria. People came all the way from Shelbyville and Pana, IH., to 
see Pres. Cleveland and his wife. : 


In all, the I. & St. 
brought about 3.000 passen- 
gers into this city. On the 
Vardalia thej 
rush was 
about. the 
same. 600 
tickets were 
sold at Mar- 
> shall, IH., and 
150 at Mar- 
tinsville, Ill 
The P.D. & E. 
transferred: 
over 100 pas- 
sengersto 
the Vandalia. 

at Greenup. On the Logan di- 
„Vision, people came from 
“north of Crawfordsville. Rock- 
‘ville turned out over 400 

strong. The passenger equip- 

ment on this division proved 


ones 
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-insufficiertt and a special train | : 


cof fifteen cabooses. was start- | 
zout. at Rockville for Terre 
Haute. By the time it reached 
there, the cars were crowded 
~even to the platform, and 
some were riding on top of | 
the cars, The E. & T.H. hauled | 


2,650- people. The total from- , 


the railroads was about 20,000. ' 

With so many visitors in the | 
city, it’s not surprising there 
‘vas so much extra work for 
the Terre Haute police depart- 
ment. Beginning after noon on 
Saturday. a woman stepped on | 
a lemon peel at Fifth and, 
Main and dislecated her hip. 
She was taken home in the pa- 
trol wagon. According to the 
GAZETTE there were fist-! 
fights, kmfings, ‘‘drunkeness , 
and insuiting ladies” offenses 
to fill the jail before Sunday 
moming with over two dozen) 
arrests. The busy police of-' 
ficers mentioned were Depu- 
ties Smock and Grimminger; 
and Officers Stoecker, Hinton, 
McNutt, Voit. Butler, Trie-; 
weiler and Goodpasture. 
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long| 
hectic weekend was over that; 
the complete story was learn-| 
ed about the work of gangs ofj 
thieves in the city. Cleveland’s| 
Day aws a Harvest day for the 
ickpockets. ; 
Othe county clerk of Ef-; 
fingham Co., M., told how he; 
was held up and relieved of: 
his pocketbook containing $20 
in gold and three $5 purgi 
When he stepped off the train! 
to get a sandwich, he noticed- 
several men standing on the | 
platform of the sleeper. One: 
large man blocked his way, an- 
other held his arms, while a 
third man went through his 
pockets. 

A local carpenter went to: 
‘the speaking and was taken 
for over $100 when 
pickpockets. stole his pocket- 
book from his hip pocket. In 


the crush of the huge crowd, | 
he was not aware he had been | 
mobbed until the event was | 


over —- ‘ 

As the Cleveland party 
passed the corner of Sixth and 
Main, an Edgar Co., M.. man 


caught a man in the act of | 


going through his pocket. 
When he cried out 
assistance, the pickpocket’s 
confederates came running 
and almost managed to save 
him before police arrived to 
make the arrest. 

The pickpockets wot in their 
work at the Union Depot on 
Saturday night while the 
trains were loading pas- 
sengers to return to their 


hemes. The next morning. 35 | 
or 40 pocketbesks were picked | 
up in the Vandalia yards. The | 


bands ef thiéves were well 
organized and worked 


for] 
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systematically, taking their! 
“booty” te the Vandalia yard | 
where a division of the spoils 
was probably made. 

In the E. & T.H. railroad 
yards about fifty pocketbooks 
were found, mostly belonging 
to people from Sullivan, Ind. 
All the money was taken, but 
papers were untouched amd 
could be identified by their 
owners. 

Late that night a man was 
locked uo on suspicion by Of- 
ficers Connerly and Burk. He 
had on him two gold watches, 
$238 in gold and a small sack 
of gold dust and nuggets. 

Six empty pocketbooks-were 
found în an old shed between 
Fourth and Fifth and Main 


end Ohio streets. Two empty ' 


ptbooks were found by a 
small boy in the Normal 
School yard after the speaking 
there. 

A prominent attorney at 
Marshall, S. S. Whitehead, 
complained that he was robb- 
ed of his pocketbook on the 
Vandalia excurston train by 
four theives just as it pulled 
out of the city. 

Mrs. Sibley and Mrs. C. L. 
Husted had their pockets pick- 
ed during the speechmaking 
and were not aware of the 
thefts until later. Judge 
Chambers and ex- 
Congressman Cobb, of Vincen- 
nes, lost their pocketbooks as 
did Prof. W. W. Byers. All in 
all, thieves had a field day in 
Terre Haute 87 years ago 
when Pres. Cleveland visited 
here. 


And what did all the 
thousands of visitors get out 


of their visit here except hav- 


ing their pockets picked? 
Senator D. W. Voorhees acted 
‘as master of ceremonies ard 
introctuced Col. Raj Wie: 
Thempson who welcomed the 
President at great length. In 
contrast Pres. Cleveland's 
speech was very brief, thank- 
ing the Hoosiers for making 
his visit to Indiana so 
pleasant. There was long and 
cantinued applause, but the 
presidential party was swiftly 
driven away in their special 
carriage to the depot and the 
train promptly pulled out for 
St. Louis. 

AS soon as the President left 
the platform, the people in the 


. crowd fell upon it with knives, 


carving it up for mementoes 
and would have carried off 
every flag and stick if they 
had not been stopped by the 
long-suffernig police. 


Cleveland's Day in Terre Haute 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


SEVENTY-SEVEN YEARS AGO the city of Terre Haute was preparing for a visit from 
the President of the United States. All over the Wabash Valley excitement ran high. After | 
all, very few Midwesterners had ever seen a.President and were looking forward to the 


opportunity. 
All the towns in the sur- 
nding area were planning 

to send their town bands 
along with 
large delega- | 
tions of their 


citizens. So 
many were 
coming that 


the railroads 
special trains 
to accommo- 
date were 
running them. 

The mer- 
chants of 
Terre Haute 
were looking 
forward to a business boom 
and the newspapers of that 
time confirmed their expecta- 
tions. It seems the ladies went 
on a bonnet-buying spree, no 
doubt inspired by the lovely 
fashions worn by Mrs. Cleve- 
land. When the presidential 
party left Washington on 
Sept. 30, Mrs. Cleveland was 
dressed in a brown silk bodice 
with white sprigs, with skirt 
and bonnet to match. Presi- 
dent Cleveland wore his usual 
black suit. 

Many Wabash Valley resi- 
dents chose this occasion to 
buy new shoes, for the shoe 
stores reported volume buy- 
ing. The hotels, eating places, 
and nearly all business places 
profited from the occasion. 

The committee on arrange- 

ments authorized its chair- 
man, W. W. Haworth. to es- 
tablish headquarters for the 
visitors. He secured the room 
formerly occupied by the 
Dunbar Hardware Company 
and used in 1887 as a ware 
room (warehouse) for wheat 
by Mr. Hulman. This proposed 
headquarters at 504 Main 
street was to be thoroughly 
cleaned out and properly dec- 
orated. 
_ A big platform was erected 
in the Normal School Yard 
(where Indiana State College 
is now) and Louis Baganz and 
Robert Wittenberg were as- 
signed the job of decorating. 
Using colorful bunting, flags 
and greenery, they construct- 
ed an arch under which the 
President and his wife were 
to-be seated. A. Z. Foster 
donated ‘an elegant Russian 
rug and the most elegant set 
of furniture in the city for the 
illustrious guests. 
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Myers Bros. displayed the 
largest portrait of President 
Cleveland. This 15-foot-long 
canvas was described as show- 
ing the bust 9 by 10 feet, and 
5 feet from chin to the back 
of the ear! 

All the Main street business 
houses were gaily decorated, 
and the residences along the 
entire line of march were 
marked in some way to show 
respect and welcome for the 
President. 

After stopping briefly at 
Baltimore where the President 
chose to remain inside the car, 
the newly painted train with 
its glistening bronze fittings, 
arrived on time at 5:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 1. 

Pullman’s Private Car 


Several thousand people 
waited at the depot. They 
could see the baskets of roses 
and other cut flowers provided 
by Mr. Pullman. Three cars 
composed the special train 
provided by Mr. Pullman. His 
private car had been in use 
for twelve years. There was 
a well-filled larder, sleeping 
accommodations, a bath room, 
barber shop, smoking and 
reading rooms. The woodwork 
was richly carved oak and 
cherry woods. The plush seats 
were rich blue. The lamps 
were of silver. 

The crowd at the depot be- 
came so noisy and hard to 
manage that some of the car- 
iage horses became unruly 
and had to be replaced by 
steadier animals before the 
carriages could proceed. 

It was planned that the 
President would not be sub- 
jected to the usual handshak- 
ing ordeal but would be driven 
about the city and taken to 
the platform to make a brief 
speech and hear the re- 
marks of Terre Haute’s own 
far-famed orators—Col. Rich- 
ard W. Thompson and Sena- 
tor D. W. Voorhees. 

In spite of muddy streets 
occasioned by the incessant 
rains which fortunately had 
stopped before the train’s ar- 
arrival, the parade marshal 
F. C. Crawford and his many 
aides got the procession un- 
der way. 

Mayor Jacob C. Kolsem had 
requested that no street cars 
or private vehicles be permit- 


ted on the streets near the | 
Normal School or any of the 
city streets on the line of 
march. 

Leading the procession was 
a platoon of police mounted 
on horseback for this splendid 
occasion. The Ringgold Band 
set the pace with their march- 
ing music. In the first car- 
riage rode President and Mrs. 
Cleveland and facing them 
were Col. Thompson and Sen- 
ator Voorhees. The rest of the 
presidential party and the 
city’s dignitaries rode accord- 
ing to rank in the following 
carriages. 

The parade left the Penn- 
sylvania depot on Chestnut 
street and went east to Sev- 
enth, south on Seventh to 
Wabash, west on Wabash to 
sixth, south on Sixth to Swan, 
west on Swan to Fifth, north 
on Fifth to Ohio, west on Ohio 
to Third, north on Third to 
Wabash, east on Wabash to 
Sixth and north on Sixth to 
Normal School grounds. 
Children Honored Cleveland 

This seems a roundabout 
way to go in this modern 
day, but the city fathers had 
a special reason for the line 
of march. Thousands of the 
local school children were 
congregated on the steps of 
the new Vigo County Court- 
house. They had been care- 
fully rehearsed for weeks to 
sing as the President’s party. 
paused there to review the 
throng. 

The TERRE HAUTE GA- 
ZETTE carried the complete 
text of the speeches made by 
President Cleveland and the 
local orators. On the front 
page, they placed pictures of 
the guests along with por- 
traits of Washington and Lin- 
coln. 

One reporter had these re- 
marks to make about Cleve- 
land’s Day: ‘‘The first day of 
October, 1887, will always be 
memorable in the history of 
Terre Haute. Though this city 
is the 76th in population in the 
United States, it takes rank 
as one of the very select few 
which have the honor of es- 
pecially entertaining the Pres- 
ident of the United States. It 
is a rare event in the history 
of the city, large or small, 
‘and especially so for a place 
the size of Terre Haute.” 


Important to the fashion- 

minded ladies of the commu- 
nity, the bride of the Presi- 
dent wore a beautiful travel- 
ing suit of green silk and no 
wrap. . 
The speech-making over, 
the procession made its way 
back to the depot and on to 
St. Louis. As soon as the 
President left the platform, 
the souvenir hunters in the 
crowd fell upon the platform 
with knives and carved it up 
for mementoes. One observer 
stated that they were stopped 
before they could carry away 
all of it. 


That was Cleveland’s Day, 


October 1, 1887, 
Haute, Indiana. 


in Terre 


